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erns with the aid of a cabinet, composed of the Minis'
ter of State and two other heads of departments.

In the Landtag, which is elected for three years, the
representation of property is carried out more elabo-
rately than in any other State. Of the thirty mem-
bers, nine are chosen in as many districts by the largest
tax-payers, the line being drawn so high that only one
person is admitted into this class for every five hundred
inhabitants of the district. The other twenty-one seats
are distributed among seven districts (three urban and
four rural) returning three members apiece, one deputy
being elected by each of the three classes into which
the remaining tax-payers of the district are divided.
The franchise extends, therefore, only to persons who
pay a tax, and these are divided into four classes ac-
cording to the amount of taxes they pay, the highest
class choosing nine representatives and the other three
seven apiece.1 The powers of the Landtag are more
circumscribed than usual. It has no authority to ini-
tiate legislation, but only a general right of petition ;
and, apparently from a fear that an assembly chosen
by tax-payers might have a tendency to parsimony,
it is provided that the Landtag shall not reduce the
appropriations for current expenses below the amounts
granted in the previous budget without the consent of
the government.2

1 The three-class system of election is also applied in the local govern-
ment, which is not unlike that of Prussia.

a The budget is voted for three years at a time. There is a provision,
which is common in the smaller States, that in case of a failure to agree
on the budget the government can continue to collect and expecd the
existing taxes for another year. In Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt this can be
done for three years.